Literary Research Essay Guidelines

Ever since we were in elementary school, the terms "reading" and "writing" have always gone together. It seems almost natural to write out our thoughts and ideas after we have read a text.
Usually, in elementary school, we simply wrote book reports, a summary of what the book was about. As we moved on to high school, we were asked to develop some kind of a response.  

  

The assignments you do for this class will ask you to go beyond the simple response of "I liked it" or "I didn't like it." Now you will be asked to offer interpretations of the text, a claim as to what it all means and what we as readers can get out of the text.  

  

When you write an extended literary essay, often one requiring research, you are essentially making an argument. You are arguing that your perspective–an interpretation, an evaluative judgment, or a critical evaluation–is a valid one. You have to develop some debatable point to discuss, something with which not everyone would agree. 

You will document the piece of literature with which you are working, and you are also required to consult outside sources for your essays. Here are the guidelines governing your use of sources:

· You must have a minimum of five academic sources. By “academic,” I mean that they must come from critical reviews from academic sources (university presses, professional literary journals, etc.). These do not include encyclopedias, reference books, CliffNotes, SparkNotes, etc. You may not use any online sources other that what are listed in the VCC database. In other words, Wikipedia.com is not an appropriate source.

· However, you may use other outside sources as secondary only if they give a few added touches to your introduction or conclusion. For example, if you are writing about a theme in Pride and Prejudice, you may use a quote from Kiera Knightly in the introductory paragraphs about her experience in playing a role in the movie version of the novel.
· You need to be sure to document your sources through a minimum of ten citations (quotes or paraphrases)  following MLA standards of documentation.  This is one of the main purposes of the assignment. 
Your essay will need to be a minimum of 1,200 words, and as always, in MS Word format. You must submit it on Blackboard as an. Remember that this will be twenty-five percent of your grade! Absolutely no late essays will be accepted.
You must exclusively use the resources available in the Valencia databases and library. If you are able, take your essay to one of the Writing Centers to have a consultant go over it with you or schedule a Facetime or Skype conference with me. The more feedback you get, the better you will be able to determine if you have indeed communicated what you hoped to communicate in your essay. Remember, it's okay to get stuck, but it's not okay to stay stuck.
